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A B S T R A C T 
This research study consists of the UiTM Percussion Ensemble's own perception in 
understanding the sound and rhythm in performing the Ionisation by Edgard Varese. It is 
interesting to understand and explore on each percussion player gets to understand what 
the piece really is about in terms of rhythmic patterns, instrumentation. They are also 
given different types of percussive instruments, and each player is required to have a 
minimum of two percussive instruments. In this study, I will also explain the analysis of 
the score Ionisation whereby it will make deeper understanding in terms of sound and 
rhythm of the composers intention. My analysis covers the, instrumentation of the piece 
as well as tempo, the rhythmic patterns as well as the rapid changes of time signature 
involved in the piece. 
ii 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
There are no words to describe the fact that I have finished this research study and 
needless to say I am so grateful towards the people that had helped me mentally in getting 
through with this research. 
Firstly, I would like to convey my thanks to Almighty God, for giving me enough 
strength and motivation to get me through and completing this research. 
This thesis would not have been possible for me to finish without the guidance 
that I gained from Prof. Madya. Dr. Tazul Izan Tajuddin, a very well-known Malaysian 
composer in contemporary music, a lecturer in the UiTM Faculty of Music, as well as my 
research supervisor. Thank you for everything that you have guideed me through, thank 
you for all the advice, positive remarks, patience and tolerance, but most of all thank you 
for believing in me and in what I have provided in this research. This research would not 
have been achievable without his guidance and support. I really appreciate all his 
thoughts and care for me in finishing my research and analysis on Varese's Ionisation. 
As I mentioned in the beginning there is no words to describe how grateful I am 
to everyone that has been a part of this research intentionally or unintentionally. I 
dedicate this study to everyone who supported me and have been there for me until my 
very last day in the UiTM Faculty of Music, whether I will come back or not I still have 
not decided yet I am grateful for this ending. 
HI 
TABLE OF CONTENT 
Declaration of Authorship i 
Abstract ii 
Acknowledgement iii 
Table of Content iv 
CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION 1 - 7 
1.1 BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY 2 - 3 
1.2. STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEMS 4 
1.3 PURPOSE OF THE STUDY 5 
1.4 RESEARCH OBJECTIVES 5 
1.5 RESEARCH QUESTIONS 5 
1.6 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY 6 
1.7 SCOPE OF THE STUDY 6 - 7 
CHAPTER 2: LITERATURE REVIEW 8 - 17 
2.1 GENERATING MUSIC IN THE 20™ CENTURY 8 - 9 
2.2 EDGARD VARESE: LIFE IN MUSIC 9-10 
2.3 THE DELIVERANCE OF SOUND 11-12 
2.4 NOTATION FOR PERCUSSION INSTRUMENTS 12-15 
2.4.1 STAVE NOTATION 13 
2.4.2 LINE-SCORE NOTATION 13-14 
IV 
